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A NEUROSCIENTIST WASINVOLVED IN
ENDING THE GULF WAR IN BRITAIN
Mitsuko HAMAMURA

| have followed the method of Sir W.S. Churchill's
The World War the Il (1958), in which the author hangs
the chronicle and discussion of great military events on the
thread of the personal experience of an individual. The
actions were chronicled with searching own heart.

*Aug to Dec/1990: Invasion of Iragi soldiers into
Kuwait, the capital. Emir of Kuwait fled into Saudi Arabia
Cousin of the Emir defended against Iragi and died. World-wide
propaganda of anti-Saddam Husain, mainly produced by Mrs.
Thatcher. Anger prevailed. Gathering Peace Keeping Force into
Saudi Arabia, mainly U.S.A., Britain and France. Saddam
Husain was keeping foreigners in Iraq as a human shield. Mr.
Ted Heath had succeeded in taking the British hostage in Irag to
Britain and then many ministers from the industrialized
countries including Japan did so. Therefore Saddam Husain got
spot light from the mass communication in the world more
than ever.

*18/Jan./1991: The battle started. In the AFRC
Institute, one British technician working brought his
television to his bench, watching the reporting of the battles
which interested me simply because British boys are so excited
by these war events. | noticed BBC repeated presenting the film
Saddam Husain prayed for God. British Broadcasting always
reported the response of British Arabs -- they looked
unpleasant and being sympathy with Saddam Husain. Even
though having used higher modernized weapons and aeroplane
than those of Iragi, many American soldiers became Iragi's
hostage. BBC news showed curious anger facial expression of
those American hostages. Anyway at that time my position
was anti-war but | was not involved in protest against war in
Britain.

*25/Jan: | took private an English lesson by the
teacher who had polished my English during the period of the
training which was appointed by the British Council. She used
for lesson the article of the Times as a material and we read it
together. The article on Thursday was written by Foreign
Secretary, Mr. Douglas Hurd. It said that, as far as | was
impressed, in the past, before the World War 1l Germans
invaded into the other nations also in the Middle East but the
other European nations did not prevent it. Then the world war
evolved. After reading this something changed in my mind.
The idea was totally different from Japanese one; to stop the
world war we have to commit the war which is begun by some
nation which breaks the international rule.

*26/Jan: | saw Mr. Douglas Hurd on TV. He was upset
and saying, "The war is going to defeat." At this moment, as
the neuroscientist, | found the association of the repeated
presentation of the film Saddam Husain was praying for God,
with emotional responses, panic and anxiety, of British Arabs.
The stimulus and the response. | understood that the reason for
defeat was due to this Iragi's repeated war propaganda. Fear and
panic produce freezing behavior. Soldiers on the battle fields
cannot switch on buttons of highly technological weapons
properly.

*27/Jan: After some time | noticed something fearful

would happen to us without saying to Mr. Douglas Hurd. That
was on Sunday. Usually | phoned to my mother living in Japan
every Saturday, so that | had to wait for a week. The reason why
| thought | phoned was that | felt someone bugged my
telephone. However | thought that to call to my mother coming
Saturday would be too late, | did not know why. | decided to
talk to my Tha friend. | expected that someone bugged our
house. This was the beginning of the commitment of
shortening the duration of Gulf War. | was talking to the
ceiling of the dinning room of our house in front of her. What
could | else do it? "British Broadcasting is helping Saddam
Husain. He prays for God. He aready won the psychological
war. If | were the head of the Broadcasting, | would remove the
film Saddam Husain prays for God. Instead | would add the
film Emir of Kuwait prays for God."

*28 or 29/Jan: The response was quick. The head of
the BBC appeared in the TV program, saying, "We have
received the claims form the people who watched our news..." |
felt very happy and at the same time was embarrassed, so that |
switched off the television at our house. Anyway the film
disappeared from this time. Then | watched the news showing
the young minister of the Foreign Office opened the
convention to British Muslim to explain the aim of the war. It
was very noisy meeting, some of the Arabic people were
shouting to him while he was trying to talk. Anyway this made
me very happy and | realized that British government
understood what | meant.

*Jan: One day a British researcher asked me in the
coffee room, "The reason why Japanese government is
supporting the war is that Japanese want oil." | was a little bit
annoyed because | was not the representative of the Japanese
government and even was not supported. | answered,"The war is
mainly due to the lack of communication between the West and
the Arabs. Saddam Husain is cunning. He is taking human
shield. He prays for God. He tried to be seen the battle was for
God. He has to withdraw from Kuwait. At present it appears that
the battle is between the Christians and the Muslims. It is not
good. Next time the battle would be between the Hindus and
Muslims or between the Hindus and Buddhists. " The British
said, "There is no Briton who talks on behalf of Arabs like
Lawrence of Arabia" This further annoyed me. Why should
Briton talk on behalf? Why shouldn't Arabs talk on behalf of
Arabs? | said, "The United Nation is the only association, at
present, which resolved the problem. At present it is managed
by Britain and the United States. This is because of historical
reasons. We have to force the battle between the Arabs.
Otherwise we would loose our credit on the United Nations."
What | pointed out was that Saddam Husain replaced war aim by
psychological methods such as repeated presentation of gesture
praying for God, from territorial invasion to religious struggle.

*Jan: Next morning news demonstrated that the
committee of the Security Council of the United Nations was
opened and discussed about the issue.

*Jan: The attitude of U.S. President Mr. George Bush
changed: the TV news showed American Football Game, he was
saying something like "The United States is backing young
soldiers being involved in the operation in the Desert Storm"
accompanying black children, kids of the young soldiers in the
Saudi Arabia. The BBC news showed the black American
soldiers jumped high because he felt as if he was like a hero
attacking the evil on behalf of the U.S. The President appeared



to raise the martia spirit of the American soldiers.

*Jan: The condition of the war changed. BBC TV news
showed General Schwartzkopf's concern about the
psychological war -- the word of which | created. British
psychologists belonged to the British Army were sent to Saudi
Arabia. The TV news said, the Peace Keeping Forces in Saudi
Arabia started the propaganda calling surrender against the Iraqi
soldiers operating in the front line. They propagated the
thousands of leaflets. BBC news said that this was the same
technique as that Japanese Army used in India during the World
War Il. | was embarrassed. Many Iragi soldiers, especially the
young -- sometimes the old, looked like high position -- who
showed a shortage of food and water lifted the white flag to the
U.N. Peace Keeping Force. The Forces looked embarrassed by
the enormous number of Iragi soldiers who had surrendered. |
thought it was peaceful way of ending the war because the both
sides did not loose their young people. | was surprised to see
that logic of neuroscience, removal of the repeated
presentation of the film Saddam Husain praying for Alar,
worked.

*Jan: It was like a secret club. In the news many young
representatives expressed their view which were consistent
with what | had talked. We were happy because the logic guided
the man's behavior. The young minister from Israel, who
controlled the information in his country, talked that Israeli
had to credit individual culture in each race and credit Arabic
people. | also heard the young representative from Foreign
Office from the Soviet Union agreeing with new idea. What a
splendid thing!

*Jan: BBC showed the news that the British Foreign
Secretary Douglas Hurd met the German Foreign Minister who
had decided to pay money to the U.N. Peace Keeping Force.
Until this time enormous number of German people were
involved in the protest of the War. The movements looked so
large that German Government appeared to force not to pay.
Some British journalist asked German Foreign Minister, "Why
now?' He answered, "If Turks were attacked, we would save
them." He meant that Germany avoided the war between
Christianity and Muslims. Then it appeared that the German
Foreign Minister was busy at saving Israeli people who had
been attacked by Iragi Army. What a difference from Japanese!
Both people were involved in heavy destruction during the
World War II.

*9/Feb: Explosion of bombs in London targeted to
British War Cabinet. This broke our euphoria.

*Feb: The Foreign Minister of Iraq started negotiation
with Mr. Gorbachev. It appeared reasonable because he was the
responsible person of the Soviet Union, one of the five
member countries of the Security Council of the United
Nations. One morning the television new showed: the United
States and British looked embarrassed if the war ended at that
time, lrag would get the good card in the international
community. The Senate Mgjority Leader Bob Dole in the
U.S.A. was saying, "We paid for young people." This
impressed me because the head of each government who had
responsibility on their young people did burdens on not
killing them. After finishing news the French guy asked me in
the kitchen what was about the morning news. | explained him
the Iragi behaviors and added, "I understand the feeling of the
U.S.A. They paid for young people. But Iragi's logic is strong.
(They tried to stop the war.) We have to wait until 9 o'clock

news." The French guy kept silence. At the 9 o'clock news of
BBC, the President George Bush said, "lragis are trying to end
the war. But Saddam Husain is cunning. He would break the
promise. We would start combat in the evening if Iraqi
government really withdraws from Kuwait." The combat started
again. | was very happy about these events. It appeared that
what | had thought was understood by somebody whom | had
never met.

*28/Feb: | got on board from London Heathrow to
Munich. | visited the Max Plank Institute in Marstried near
Munich for giving a talk. This travelling was planned before
the commitment of the Gulf War. In the evening the German
scientist carried me on his car, stopped on the way to the
German restaurant, switched on the radio and suddenly we heard
that the Gulf War was over. The voice was the Secretary of the
States, Mr. James Baker's. | suddenly said, "Saddam Husain is a
trouble maker." The German scientist also said, "Saddam
Husain is a trouble maker." At the restaurant he asked me,
"Would German and Japan be in league with each other ?* | was
hesitated. We talked on the German protest against Gulf War.
He said, "There is no more than reasonable degree of protest
against war." The Gulf War unveiled the feelings of the last war.
It seemed to me that negative heritage was so sad to their
offsprings.

*7/Mar: Invited seminar at University of Hamburg.

*8/Mar: | saw Mr. James Baker. But that was strange,
in the newspaper, he was travelling in the Middle East to
negotiate Peace Talks between Israeli and Arabs.

*10/Mar: | got on board from Hamburg to London. At
the custom of Hamburg Airport the German officer said to me
"A-ri-ga-to-u" without checking my passport with good
atmosphere. | read the Times, saying that some young
intelligent claimed that Emir of Kuwait and the Prime Minister
of Kuwait did not come back to Kuwait even after the battle was
over. Saying that the U.N. Peace Keeping Forces were trying to
recover Kuwait city, they did not. Anyway the Prime Minister
of Kuwait were forced to come back. | understood how British
felt. What were we fighting for? After letting the intelligent
know that the Prime Minister was the son of the Emir of
Kuwait, the young guy answered, "I do not know he belongs to
the royal family." The note was added that the members of the
Conservative would nominate him as a candidate of their party,
because he said on behalf of British young soldiers. | thought
that it was a sophisticated way to criticize the policy of the
other nation. On the way to my hotel in London, in the subwa
y, | saw the newspaper which showed a British soldier holding
his pretty kid high. It was as if he congratulated what he was
alive. This also made me happy. | also read the note in the
newspaper, "We can get how to win the war. At first the
government should clear the war aim. Secondly the electorates
believe the government. Thirdly the troops carry on their
duties under this rule." In the evening BBC TV news showed the
Prime Minister of Kuwait returned back to Kuwait by aeroplane,
sat on the ground and prayed for Alar in front of the people for
the first time. | was rather embarrassed.

*11/Mar: | got on board from London Gatwick to
Narita. | finally realize that it is a tradition for British
scientists to be involved in the war event.

(Oobooo,00b00000, Department of
Neuroendocrinology, AFRC Institute of Animal Physiology



and Genetics Research, Babraham, Cambridge, BCF, 1989/90)
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The British Council's Internet World
Wide Web Site was officially launched on
3 July 1996. Services include: Britain
Direct - a guide to authoriative sources
of information in Britain; Showcase - a
gallery of British expertise and talent; and
targeted services, such as the
postgraduate information service. The
Web addressis:

English: http://www.britcoun.org/

Japanese: http://www.gate-uk.co.jp
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British Events in Japan
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