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MESSAGE TO BCJA MEMBERS FROM
Mr. PETER MARTIN

| was both flattered and
delighted to receive Y oshida-sa
n's letter conveying your
Committee’s kind invitation
to write something for this
third edition of the BCJA

Newsletter.
Quite coincidence, it
arrived shortly after 1 had
been privileged to visit a
conference at the Institute of
Historical Research,
University of London, jointly organised by my old friend
Professor Ugawa and the director of the Institute. It was attended
by a number of specialists in British history from Japan, who
were able to meet and have useful discussions with British
historians. It was of course a particular pleasure for me to meet
Ugawa-sensei again, and a great joy to see Professor Kazuhiko
Kondo of Tokyo University among the participants;since | had
the privilege of chairing the selection board which awarded him a
British Council scholarship. We enjoyed reminiscing about old

times together.

It's hard to believe that it was nearly twelve years ago
that | left Japan on early retirement from the British Council to
pursue a new career as a novelist and critic. | have revisited Japan
privately on a number of occasions since then,and indeed was
happy to have an opportunity to greet BCJA members at your
annual reception some years ago.

I now live quietly in Norwich, a fine old cathedral city in
East Anglia, and continue to write books and critical articles
(though | must confess that my work has never appeared in the
best-seller list, and is never likely to ! ) [I've just been invited to
join the committee of English PEN, and it may interest older
members to know that the writer who nominated me was Francis
King. He was my predecessor as Regional Director in Kyoto
(from 1959-1963, when | took over from him). In those days the
Council’s office occupied a wooden building in a corner of Kyoto
University’s Applied Science Research Institute, and with my
Japanese colleagues | had the task of planning and seeing

March 31, 1995

through the construction of the Kyoto Centre. The budget was mere
£ 50,000, and we had just alittle left over!

Please allow me to offer my congratulations to all
concerned on the publication of the BCJA Newsletter: I've read
the first two issues with much interest, and look forward to my
copy of the third. Allow me too to send my good wishes to all
BCJA members, whether or not they remember me. | shall be a
grateful honorary member of your Association for the rest of my
life.

(Perter Martin, former Director of the British Council Japan,
Address: 19 Mulberry Close, Anchor Quay, Norwich NR3 3PJ,
Norfolk, England)

Kansa Earthquake
Mark Baumfield

The Earthquake when it occurred, severely jolted Kyoto
although not as badly as Kobe. Nevertheless phone lines quickly
went down and only a few staff managed to get into the British
Council Office Kyoto. The Building was intact and our first
priority became to establish the safely of all our full and part-time
staff. One pay phone near the office was working and a line also
became available in the office, although both were sporadically cut
off. By mid-morning we had been able to establish most were safe
although 2 were still unaccounted for. With 5 staff living in
Kobe we listened with growing concern as the death toll mounted,
and commentors warned of a 40 % probability of a major
aftershock.

By the afternoon word reached us that all the Consulate
staff in Osaka were safe, although none of the London Officers
were able to get in from Kobe. The building was secure but our
office was in disarray with materials and books thrown all over
the floor. There were a greater number of aftershocks in Osaka
than Kyoto and in view of the insecurity of the building, |
regquested the member of staff there to return home. By 6:00 am.
the next day we were able to ascertain our remaining Kobe staff
were all alive, but severely shaken and homes badly damaged.
With all our British teachers now able to get into the Kyoto
office, | began working every afternoon in the Osaka office
offering assistance to the local Consulate staff. The presence of a
London member of staff helped reassure them, | hope. They were
faced with a growing mountain of British nationals trying to get
out of Kobe and Japan, and anxious relatives calling from the U.K.



With telephone lines still being cut off so frequently, frustration
was enormous. | offered the services of the Council in Kyoto
tracing al known British nationals there and in Nara. Through
checking with hotels and Universities in the area we were able to
advise on the safety of some 60 British nationals to reassure
anxious relatives in the U.K.

Our staff in Kobe faced enormous difficulties there. One
had her home totally destroyed, another went into a relief centre.
News on relatives there was anxiously awaited each day.

By the weekend, frustrated with the lack of official
guidance on aid assistance, two of our teachers brought good
supplies and toiletries, and then traveled to Ashiya, a badly
affected area. They walked for several hours through the
devastation to Motoyama, where an aid centre was located. The
latter was in urgent need of a number of items while it provided
cover for some 2,000 victims. At this point we decided the
British Council Western Japan would adopt the centre. We began
daily collections and used the money to purchase items on a
needed list, then took the goods over to the centre.

I went in twice with teachers to the centre. The journey in
was harrowing and depressing. In Motoyama nearly every other
house was in ruins. People were climbing over rubble looking for
possessions. In some areas masked teams continued searching
for bodies. The gratitude of volunteers at the centre was
enormous and we felt specially bonded to it. Over the next two
weeks we raised over Yen 300,000 including a generous Yen
90,000 from our Tokyo Office. The Centre has gone down from
2,000 to 400 homeless, although surrounding infrastructure is still
badly damaged.

Some 100 letters were written to Kobe educational
institutions expressing condolences and sympathy. A large
number have lost students and staff and activity deferred. It will
take 6 months to a year to return to normality. Osaka
Universities too have also been affected as many staff and
students live in affected areas.

(Mark Baumfield, Director Western Japan, The British Council)
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"New Nagoya Office"

The British Council will be opening its new liaison office
in Nagoya on May 15. The loca representative will be Mr Paul
Taylor, a graduate of University of East London, Essex who has
worked for several years in Japan both as a teacher aand in an
industrial company. The Educational Counselling Service for
Japanese students who want to study in Britain, but will also
develop the British Coumcil's network of contacts in the
sciences, arts and British Studies. Mr Taylor looks forward to
meeting BCJA members in the Chubu region and we hope you
will give him every assistance.
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