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Message for BCJA Newsl etter
The former British Council Director  Mike Barrett

The reception which BCJA members so kindly hosted for us
on June 11 in the splendid surroundings of the Kojunsha
Club, thanks to Professor Ando, was a wonderful send-off
from Japan for me and a warm welcome for my successor,
Terry Toney. | have adways valued and enjoyed the
friendship of BCJA members, as people who really can act

BCJA Newsletter

September 30, 1999

Newsletter of the British Council Japan Association

as a bridge between Britain and Japan,
kindness and generosity you have al shown to my wife and

but the personal

myself is truly overwhelming. You not only made possible
that enjoyable party, but aso subscribed to a magnificent gift
in the form of a beautiful shakuhachi, chosen by Dr Taira,
which | have already started to enjoy and will practice more
intensely once | have time back in London. | will not
promise to give a public performance when | am next in
Japan, but music will be one of the best ways for me to keep
in touch with Japan and our Japanese friends. Along with the
meditative shakuhachi came a kit to make a yokobue as well,
so | will be able to join in the matsuri for the year of Japan
2000 in Britain. Thank you all very much - | will be thinking
of the BCJA with every breath!

For me, the shakuhachi represent many of the best aspects of
Japan. It is essentialy simple and natural, but, in the hands
of a master, it can produce highly sophisticated and powerful
music. It demands concentration, dedication, effort and
special techniques to redise its full potential. It is unique to
Japanese culture, and yet its sound is universal. It is
demanding, but rewarding - like working in Japan!

It is difficult for us to leave Japan after spending almost half
of our working life in this country. We first arrived in 1970,
when | was seconded to NHK television to write and present
a weekly English programme. Whatever images we may
have had of Japan in our minds quickly disappeared as we
were faced with the reality coming in from Haneda. Those
were the days of heavy air pollution in Tokyo and left wing
demonstrations in the Ginza, where the police teargas mixed



with the traffic fumes. But there were also sento, geta,
semi and a few wooden houses still left to charm us, even if
we could not buy cheese, marmalade or shoes for our large
feet!

Now there is nothing you cannot buy in Tokyo and it is a
great cosmopoalitan centre of international activity, and even
if there are not so many traditional elements left, there is
plenty of vibrant cultural and intellectua activity. We have
been privileged to share this through our contact with
Japanese scholars, artists, scientists, educators and
administrators, many of whom are BCJA members, of

course.

It was my conviction when | came back to Japan in 1993 as
Director of the British Council that we had to increase our
impact and outreach beyond Tokyo and Kyoto, and also
extend our contacts beyond the (very important) academic
community. Thanks to the encouragement and cooperation
of many people, we now have centres in Sapporo, Nagoya,
Osaka and Fukuoka. Our joint seminars and conferences
with Japanese organisations on social and environmental
issues are attracting ever greater attention from the public
and the media. There are now about 15,000 Japanese
students on medium to long term courses in Britain, and
about 50,000 visit each year for short courses in English and
other subjects. Our own English Teaching centres are
doing well and more Japanese candidates are taking
Cambridge and IELTS English tests.

success of the UK98 festival, our cultura work is taking a

After the enormous

new turn and promoting more popular culture, including
film, design, football and fashion as well as literature, art
and theatre. We were shocked to find in a survey last year
that the UK is not well recognised as a centre of scientific
excellence, so our work in science and technology is now
designed to inform the younger generation in Japan as well
as facilitating links between researchers.

British Council Fellowships are no longer as suitable or
necessary to promote these links as they used to be, so the
traditional BCJA member may become a dying breed! But
the BCJA has also moved with times and has welcomed
representatives from the other UK university aumni
associations now established in Japan as well as the Foriegn

Office “Chevening* Scholars and others. | am sure that this
is the way forward. We need to form links between all
those who have an interest in the UK-Japan connection and
the availability of databases and Internet sites is going to
change the scope and style of the relationship which the
But the BCJA till
has an important role to play in advising and supporting us

British Council has with our contacts.

in our activities, as you did notably last year with the
production of the BCJA Book. | am sure that you will
continue to give Terry Toney the kind of help you have
given me in the past, and | know that he shares my
tremendous affection and respect for you al.

Thank you for everything. | wish you al good heslth,
success and happiness for the future.

Chairmand O O O
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